442             THE AERIAL AGE
the Congress of the United States a proposal that our government take an advanced step toward utilization of aerial navigation in time of war. It would not be proper for me to state here all that I am suggesting to the government. There are certain details which for the present at least must be withheld. In case the government should adopt my suggestions, there are plans and ideas which it would not be wise or patriotic to make public at this juncture.
It is proper for me to add that the proposal which I am submitting to the government involves no business contract or profits of any sort for myself. If out of my experience, somewhat extensive, in designing, building, assembling and navigating large motor-balloons, and in studying the art of aerial navigation as a whole, there has come anything which is of value to the country, the country is welcome to it without price.
The plan which I submit to the government at Washington is bold and far reaching. If it is based upon sound and rational theory, as I believe it is, and it is adopted and put into force, I believe it will to a considerable extent revolutionize important branches of the art of war. I further believe it will introduce an epoch in military operations, and ultimately contribute materially, by making war far more scientific and more destructive, to the great movement which is now